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Lawsuit: Companies engaged in human trafficking
Cac cong ty Viét Nam tham gia bubn nguoi
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Ngoc Thu dich

Galveston - Mét vu kién da dwoc dé trinh tai Toa an lién bang hém thi Tw, yéu cau boi
thwdng hon 200 triéu dd la thiét hai tir cac cbng ty bi cdo buéc budn nguwoi lao dong tir Viét
Nam sang Hoa Ky dé lam viéc ma [nhirng nguwoi lao dong] khdng hé biét ho phai lam viéc
nhw nhi*ng ngwdi day t& da bj rang budc bang giao keo.

Luat sw Anthony Buzbee va Tammy Tran ndp don kién tai Ttda &n lién bang Galveston dé
"phoi bay mét am muu budn nguoi qudc té", theo don kién.

Chin trong s mudi hai ngwdi dan 6ng ding tén trong don kién hién séng & Quan
Galveston. Nhirng ngudi khac, gdm bén mwoi ba ngwdi dan 6ng khong rd tén, cw tra &
Louisiana va Texas.

Vu kién céo budc Cong ty Dau tw thwong mai va Dich vu quéc té, cé tén Interserco, va Téng
Cong ty Cong nghiép 6 td Viét Nam, co tén Vinamotors, & Ha Ngi, Viét Nam, tham gia vao
nhom budn ngudi véi "nhing ké déng chd muu" & MY, c6 tén: Coast to Coast Resources
and ILP Agency.

Cong ty Coast to Coast and ILP d4 bj kién héi thang 3 ndm 2009 tai Toa an quan Harris sau
hai nam tranh ch&p va da déng y ban an 60 triéu do la, theo vu kién.

Nhirng ng w&i lao déng tim cdng vi éc han dién

Theo vu kién, ndm 2008, nhirng ngwdi lao ddng da bi cac mAu quéng céo truyén hinh Viét
Nam cam do, htra hen tra $15/ gi®» cho cong viéc han dién & Houston Ship Channel.

"Nhiing nguéi dan éng ndy da di gan 10.000 ddm tir qué huong cua ho dé lam viéc, vé co
ban la l1am viéc trong tinh trang nd I1é da duoc ky giao kéo truéc”, 6ng Buzbee cho biét trong
mot tuyén bé.

Theo vu kién, dé& c6 dwoc viéc lam trong 30 thang, ngudi lao ddng da phai trd mot khoan 1é
phi t&r 7.000 dén 15.000 dd la.



Dé c6 du diéu kién, nhirng ngudi lao dong da phai dwa cho cac bi cao gidy t& nha ctia minh,
theo vu kién. Nhitng ngudi lao dong nhan duoc bién lai, va Giam dbc Vinamotors chup hinh
vé&i mot sb ngudi lao ddng trwdc khi ho khéi hanh. Vu kién cho biét.

M&i ndm Viét Nam xuat khau 85.000 lao ddng trong nganh coéng nghiép xay dwng, danh ca
va san xuét, tao doanh thu hon 2 ti d6 la hang nam, theo vu kién.

CA4c bi c&o lam &n nhw thé, va ca hai cong ty c6 mét phan s& hiru thuéc Chinh pha Viét
Nam, vu kién cho biét.

Séng trong diéu kién toi té

Khi dat chan dén Hoa Ky, nhirng ngudi lao déng da bi gir trong bén can ho chung cw, hai
phong ngu, "xiéu veo, dé nat" & Pasadena. Nhirng nguoi lao dong it hoc dwoc nhét trong
nha nhw nhi*ng con thi trong diéu kién téi té va bi déi xt» nhw nhirng nguwoi ddy té bi rang
budc bang giao kéo, vu kién cho biét.

Nhirng nguwdi lao dong néi rang, nhivng ngay lam viéc ctia ho day ap nhivrng viéc kho khan
va trong diéu kién séng cd lap, am dam.

Mot ngudi lai xe, khdng noi duoc tiéng Viét da dwa ho di lam va dén clra hang tap héa. Ho it
khi lién hé véi bat clr ai khac va bi doa bat gitr hodc bao hanh néu ho néi chuyén véi ngudi
ngoai, vu kién cho biét.

Trong tuan |& cta ngay 23 thang 2 ndm 2009, khi nhirng ngwdi lao dong da lam viéc duoc
tam thang thi bi sa thai. Nhirng ngwoi lao ddng dwoc bao dong goi dd dac dé bay trd vé Viét
Nam. Nhirng nguwdi lao dong nay khong thé thu lai dwoc cac khoan tién va chi phi ma ho da
tra trwéc hodc kiém dwoc ddng nao cho gia dinh ho.

Ca4c bj céo cling da thay thé nhirng ngudi lao dong véi "mdt nhém nguwdi lao ddng méi day
hy vong, khéng chit nghi ngd", vu kién cho biét.

Ong Buzbee ddi méi cong ty bdi thwéng 100 triéu do la cho nhivng thiét hai va cac chi phi
khac dé trirng phat va lam gwong vé nhirng diéu ma cac nguyén don céo budc la vi pham
Dao luat Bdo vé Nan nhan buén ngudi (TVPRA) ndm 2005, Tu chinh an thir 13 cta Hién
phap My, Dao luat doi Boi thwdng thiét hai clia ngwdi Nuwée ngoai (ATCA) va luat phap tiéu
bang va lién bang khac.

Buzbee kéu g oi chirng minh t 8i hinh s w

Chiéu thir Tw, khi goi dién thoai téi ba Angela Dodge, phat ngén vién cia Van phong
Chwéng ly My, hat Houston, ba khéng c6 binh luan gi vé viéc c6 nén diéu tra hinh sw vé cac
céo buéc kia hay khéng.

D4c biét, ba Shauna A. Dunlap, phat ngén ctia Cuc Diéu tra Lién bang My & Houston, cho
biét, co quan nay khéng thé binh luan gi vé vy kién dang ché xét xt va rang chinh sach cda
co quan la khdéng xac nhan ciing khéng phi nhan sy tén tai ciia mét cudc diéu tra.



"Chuing t6i hy vong ho nhin vao van dé, nhung téi thdy rang viéc kién tung ca nhan tét hon
[hé théng] phap Iy hinh sy c6 thé duoc nhdm téi", 6ng Buzbee ndi véi bao Tin tie hang ngay
qua e-mail.

Trong khi d6, nhitng ngudi lao dong Viét Nam tim cach & lai Hoa Ky va dang lam viéc vé céac
van dé thi thuc véi sy hé tro ciia Trwong cao dang Luat South Texas, 6ng Buzbee néi.

Ong Buzbee néi: "Ching tdi c6 thé gitp ho chd & va thirc &n tir Iong hdo thm cda cac nha
bdo tre.. Vu kién nay l1am cho Chinh pha Viét Nam lo l&ng, va ho phdi [lo 1dng]"

Ngoc Thu dich tir: galvestondailynews.com
Nguwoi dich givi true tiép cho BVN.
http://boxitvn.blogspot.com/2011/04/cac-cong-ty-viet-nam-tham-gia-buon.html
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GALVESTON — A lawsuit filed Wednesday in federal court seeks more than $200 million in
damages from companies accused of the human trafficking of Vietnamese laborers to the
United States to unknowingly work as indentured servants.

Attorneys Anthony Buzbee and Tammy Tran filed the lawsuit in Galveston federal court to
“expose an international human trafficking conspiracy,” the lawsuit claims.

Nine of the 12 men named as plaintiffs live in Galveston County. The others, including 43
unnamed men, reside in Louisiana and Texas.

The lawsuit accuses Hanoi, Vietnam, companies International Investment Trade and Service
Group, known as Interserco, and General Automotive Industry Corp. of Vietnam, known as
Vinamotors, of engaging in a human trafficking ring with U.S. “co-conspirators,” Coast to
Coast Resources and ILP Agency.

Coast to Coast and ILP were sued in March 2009 in Harris County district court after two
years of litigation, and an agreed judgment of $60 million was entered, the lawsuit claims.

Workers Sought Welding Jobs

The workers were lured in 2008 by Viethnamese television advertisements, promising $15 per
hour welding jobs around the Houston Ship Channel, according to the lawsuit.

“These men were transported nearly 10,000 miles from their homeland and essentially made
to work in indentured servitude,” Buzbee said in a statement.



In exchange for 30 months of employment, the workers paid a fee from $7,000 to $15,000,
the lawsuit claims.

To afford the venture, the workers provided the defendants a deed of trust to their homes,
the lawsuit claims. The workers received receipts, and the director of Vinamotors took
pictures with some workers before their departure, the lawsuit states.

Vietnam exports each year 85,000 workers in the construction, fishing and manufacturing
industry, generating revenues that exceed $2 billion annually, the lawsuit states.

The defendants are in that business, and both companies are owned, in part, by the
Vietnamese government, the lawsuit states.

Living Conditions ‘Deplorable’

Once arriving in the United States, the workers were housed four to a two-bedroom in
“rundown, dilapidated” apartments in Pasadena. The uneducated workers were housed like
animals in deplorable conditions and treated like indentured servants, the lawsuit claims.

The workers claim their days were filled with hard work and dreary, isolated living.

A driver, who didn’t speak Viethamese, took them to work and to the grocery store. They had
little contact with anyone else and were threatened with arrest or violence if they spoke with
outsiders, the lawsuit claims.

The week of Feb. 23, 2009, the workers were eight months on the job when they were fired.
The workers were told to pack their belongings for a return flight to Vietham. The workers
weren’t able to recoup their down payments and expenses or make money for their families.

The defendants also replaced the workers with “a new set of hopeful, unsuspecting laborers,”
the lawsuit claims.

Buzbee seeks $100 million each in punitive and exemplary damages and other fees on
allegations the plaintiffs violated the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of
2005, the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the Alien Torts Claims Act and other
federal and state laws.

Buzbee Urges Criminal Probe
Angela Dodge, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Houston, when reached

Wednesday afternoon by phone, had no immediate comment on whether there was a
criminal investigation into the allegations.



Special Agent Shauna A. Dunlap, a spokeswoman for the Houston office of the FBI, said the
agency couldn’'t comment on the pending lawsuit and that the agency’s policy is to neither
confirm nor deny the existence of an investigation.

“We hope they look into the matter, but I've found that private litigation rights more wrongs
than the criminal justice (system) can ever address,” Buzbee told The Daily News via email.

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese workers seek to stay in the United States and are working on
their visa issues with assistance from the South Texas College of Law, Buzbee said.

“We have been able to get them housing and foodstuffs from the generosity of donors,”
Buzbee said. “This case makes the Vietnamese government nervous, and it should.”

http://galvestondailynews.com/story/225026




